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SCPS Announces 100% Virtual Return to School This Fall 

STAFFORD, VA – Stafford County Public School (SCPS) students will return to school 100 percent virtually on 
August 31, 2020. This model will continue for most students through the end of the first semester unless 
conditions warrant an extension. School officials made the decision after carefully considering COVID-19 virus 
uncertainty, as well as staff and family concerns.  

Stafford County School Board Chair Holly Hazard notes that, “We must not lose sight of the fact that we are in the 
midst of a pandemic. The health organizations have provided limited guidance to schools and if there is guidance 
it has many caveats. At this point, it is impossible for any school board to guarantee that cases are decreasing, 
that social distancing will always be maintained, or that sufficient staff is available to teach. In light of these 
uncertainties, we must move cautiously prior to fully opening our school buildings.” 

“The School Board and I wanted schools to reopen. Everyone understands the importance of face-to-face 
instruction, however, if we know nothing else about COVID-19 we know this is a fluid situation,” said SCPS 
Superintendent Dr. Scott Kizner. “Guidance changes. Recommendations change. I believe it was best to change 
to a virtual start to the school year, and I am pleased the School Board agreed.” 

 
Students will receive a robust learning experience that incorporates teacher-lead and facilitated instruction, virtual 
activities that are aligned with the instruction, and opportunities to demonstrate their learning. SCPS will conduct 
Back to School orientation next month for families and staff to learn how to navigate virtual instruction as well as 
establish Rules of Engagement for teachers and students to ensure students and staff are well-supported in the 
virtual classroom. 
 
Other key points outlined in the Virtual Return to School include: 

 Exemptions for special education, English Language Learners, Career and Technical Education, and 
students with little to no Internet connectivity that may require face-to-face instruction.   

 Providing Chromebooks for every student during orientation to facilitate virtual learning. 

 A potential Elementary School pilot program for hybrid learning later this fall.  
  
Dr. Kizner and the School Board greatly appreciate support and feedback from the many members of the school 
community and will continue to communicate regularly as the school year progresses. For more information, 
please visit www.staffordschools.net. 
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